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Junior CommunityProblem Solving Team
La Union Elementary School

La Union, New Mexico

AREA OF CONCERN:
In the town of La Union, New Mexico, we, the FPSP students at La Union Elementary

School, noticed that our communitywas concerned about water pollution. Specifically,
they are concerned about the level of arsenic in the water supply. There have been
newspaper articles and newscasts about the amount of arsenic in the water supply in our
community. The articles say that the amount of arsenic is very low, but nobody wants it
to get any higher.

We, the CroPSteam of La Union Elementarydecided that Water-Conservation and
Pollution was a concern in the communitythat we could do something about. We want
to make a differencein our community. We want our community to be more aware of all
the problems with the water in the community. We brainstormed challenges about water
in our community. Our community is an agricultural (farming) community.

La Union, New Mexico is located in Dona Ana County in Southern New Mexico.
It is an agricultural community. La Union Elementary School is in the Gadsden
Independent School District. The socio-economic status in the district is quite
low. Approximately 85% ofthe familiesare classifiedas low income or poverty
status. Every elementaryschool and middle school in the district have a Title I
school-wide designation. At La Union Elementary School, all students are
eligiblefor a free lunch program.
The La Union student population is over 85% Hispanic. Approximately one-third
of the students are Spanishdominant when they enroll. At La Union Elementary ,
40% ofthe students come from homes with a primary language other than
English, and are unable to speak, read, write, or understand the English language
at levelscomparable to their grade-level English proficient peers. They are ELL
students (EnglishLanguage Learners) and come from homes in which the
language spoken is not English.

After brainstorming,we began researching water conservation and pollution. Since we
are a farmingcommunity,we want to do something to make our communitymembers
aware of what the problems are in our communityand what each one can do to alleviate
the problems. When we say "each member of our community", we mean at all levels-
children as well as adults.

We do not believe the farming is the big problem for our water supply. We know that
the farmers are very aware of what chemicalsthey utilize will do to the ground water
supply. They are also very concerned about the water problems in our area. We invited
the farmers to come to our school to talk to our CroPS students to help them with their
research.
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